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PR E E A C E 


AS the following Diſcourſe was at firſt 
Wl reaches; ſo it is now publiſhed with no 
| orber Intention, than to promote the real 

=} Zernef:t of the Poor in Reſpoct both of this 


others, what Advantages they may reap from Reep- 
ing them regularly and carefully employ d. 
By the former, Ideſign'd to do Fuſtice to thoſe, ana 


ſhew what Grounas and Reaſons they had, both from 


Scripture ana the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, to go 
upon, who had been zealous in promoting the Erection 
of a Work- Houſe in our Pariſh ; aud how far it had 
anſwer's the End propos'd: and by the latter, tis 
hopea, that other Pariſhes in the and, to which a 
Work- Houſe for the Poor may probably ſeem a new 
and ſtrange, if not a Chimerical Project, may be in- 
auc a, when they perceive what Advantages have 
ariſen from ours only in one Year, to follow our Ex- 
ample, and put their Poor under a better Regulation, 
than they are generally under in Country Pariſpes. 
I Hope it will not ſeemimpertinent or blame-worthy 
ime, if I earneſtly recommend to all Perſons, who 
call themſelves, and profeſs to be Chriſtians, a warm 
Zeal for the Intereſt of Religion and the good of Mens 
Souls; and that they would endeavour to make what 
the Laws of the Kingaom oblige them to contribute 
to the Maintenance of the Poor, conducive to that 
End: For ſure none will deny, but that Chriſtians 
onght to have an Eye to Piety as well as Charity, and 
to the Regulation of Manners, as well as the Relief 
A Diſtreſſes: And certainly the former can be much 
etter promoted amongſt the Poor, by keeping them 


altogether in one Houſe, than when they live at a 


N 


great 


Life and the next : aud at the ſame Time to convince 


* 
6 * 


The PREFACE. 
great Diſtance from each other. If the Manage- 
ment be faithful, diligent and prudent, the Succeſs 
will anſwer all reaſonable ExpeFtations. + 
The End propos'd is good and great, and highly 
becoming a Chriſtian; tis à Point indiſputable, 
that this Method of maintaining the Poor is 
better than any ever thonght! of, or firaftig#i befu7 
for ampreſſing a Senſe of Religion du th Mind; 
the younger Sort; and giving leiſure and opportunity 
to the Elder to reflect upon their paſt Liwes 
Prepare themſelves for another World, |. , N 7 
And that this may be done with greater Pribats. 
lity, it would in my humble Opinion be adviſeable, 
| that in whatever Pariſbes theſe. Work-Honfes 478 
erectea, they be placed as near the Church as poſſi- 
ble, that the Old and Infirm may with the greater 
Eaſe attend Publick Prayers and Sermons; and 
that the Miniſter, who uo doubt will lool upon them 
in a particular Manner as a Family of his own, may 
abt the greaterConventence and the gover uifir them. 
And that T might contribute all I could to pro- 
mote ſo L and great 4 Deſign, I have annex 
the Orders of .our Hoiſe, that they may be 
in ſome Meaſure uſeful to others in drawing * 
proper Rules for the Regulation of their own. It 
Was nor indeed neceſſary, becauſe nor enjoyn's by 
Law; but it was thought highly expeatent to get 
the Fuſtices of Peace to approve. of aud ſign them; 
that the Mouths. of the Clamorous might be ſtopt, 
aud all be convinc'd, that nothing was propos by 
us, but hat was agreegble to Religion and Le 


Laws of our Nation. 165 © 

+ 100 4 all iu the Hand, MA OE urge and . 
Tiftruttion this is chiefly intended, that 2 
make Trial of this Merhod of keeping their Poor, 
may find the ſame good Effects of it, that we have 
done; and then they will be ſo far from blaming © 
the Publication of this SERMON, Hat I 4oud: 
not, but they will approve and applaud it. | 


8 | A 


2 Theſſal. iii. 10. 


For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not 
Work, neither ſhould he Eat. 


HE Apoſtle here, by a Proverbial Ex- 


AT. 
al [I 


(i 
4 


— * . 
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preſſion common among the Fews, en- 
joins Care and Diligence in our reſpective 
| Callings and Stations. This Doctrine 
he inculcates from the 6th to the 15th Verſe inclu- 
five; firſt commanding the Theſſalonians, and in 
them all Chriſtians in all ſucceeding Ages of the 
Church, even in the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


that they ſhould be ſo far from encouraging any. 


one in an idle Courſe of Life, that they rather 
withdraw themſelves from every Brother, who 
torſakes his own Work, or the Buſineſs of his own 
Profeſſion; who walks diſorderly, like a Soldier 
that has deſerted his Poſt, and neglected the Com- 


mands of his General. 


And that this might have the greater Weight 
with them, he enforces his Doctrine by his own 
Example, and therefore aſſures them, that he 
wrought himſelf with Labour and Travel Night 
and Day, that he might not he chargeable to any 
of them, Ver. 8th; though at the {ame Time he 
aſſerts his Right or Title to a Maintenance from 
the People, amongſt 1 he preached the we: 

Pel, 


2 ThebeſtWay of making our Charity 
pel, Ver. 9th. He aſſerts, I fay, his Right, though 
he chooſes, in order to make himſelf an Enfample 
to them of Care and Induſtry, to depart from it. 

He then in the Words of my Text enjoins the 
Obſervation of this Command under the Penalty 

of having the idle Perſon depriv*d of his Meat. 
If any will not work, ſays he, neither ſhould he 
. eat. He ſhould not be maintain'd ſo much as by the 
Alms of the Church; however his Poverty might 
otherwiſe recommend him thereto ; that if the Com- 
mand of the Apoſtle, in the Name of Chriſt, has 
had no Influence upon him, Neceſhty might com- 
pel him to Labour. And Caluin, though he 
looks upon this, not as a Precept, yet allows it to 
be a Prohibition, that the Theſſalonians ſhould 
not encourage Idleneſs by giving ſuch any Support. 
And becauſe Idleneſs is uſually attended” with 
very ill Conſequences, the Apoſtle in the next 
Verſe following my 'Text acquaints them, that ſuch 

Perſons as are guilty of it, generally become Buſy- 

bodies, neglecting their own Buſineſs, and imper- 

tinently interfering and meddling with that of 
others. And hence in the 12th Verſe he command: 
and exhorts, with a kind of Warmth and Reſent- 
ment, by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that fuch, tor the 
future, with Duietneſs work, and eat their own 
Bread ; and that if any obey not this Admonition by 
this Epiſtle, the Governours of the Church proceed 
to Spiritual Cenſures, and deal with them as Per- 
ſons Excommunicate, and have no Felowſmip or 
Communion with them, that they may be brought 
to Shame, and by that means, together with their 


— n 


— 


2 Cum Apoſtolus præcipit, ne tales ederent, non 
ſignificat, Præceptum illis dediſſe, ſed vetuiſſe; ne 
Theſſalonicenſes illis Vi cum Suppeditando Ignaviam 
alerent. Calvin in Loc. | 


friendly 


n 9 


b friendly and chriſtian Admonitions, which they 
| thould not ceaſe to apply to them, be happily, if 
poſſible, reclaim d. 1 2755 : 1 
This ſeems to be the Deſign and Intention of 
the Apoſtle in the whole Paſſage ; and in order 

to recommend to you Induſtry, and a diligent At- 
5 tention to the Buſineſs of your ſeveral Callings, and 
8 prove that all Chriſtians, who are able, are to 
t work, and not expect to live idle, and too often 
? vicious Lives, at the Expence of their more indu- 
8 ſtrious Neighbours, I have pitch'd upon the Words 
= of my Text for the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe. 
And indeed juſt after a Years Experience of the 


0 . Advantage, which accrues to this Pariſh 
a rom the preſent Diſpoſition and Management of 
t. poo Poor, in the Houſe erected for that Purpoſe ; 
h' thought a Diſcourſe of this Nature might be 
t Satisfactory to you, as well as Beneficial to others; 
h that you might know what Grounds and Rea- 
= ſons, both from the Goſpel of Chriſt and the Laws 
= of the Kingdom, we had to proceed upon, when 
of we enter'd upon this wiſe Oeconomy, whereby 
10 the Aged Poor, according to St. Paul's Injunction, 
= arc kept to ſuch Labour, as they are able to bear: 
\c and the Poor Children are inſtructed in ſuch Prin- 
2 ciples of Chriſtianity, as our moſt excellent Church 
by cnjoins, and bred up alſo in {ſuch Ways of Diligence 
d and Induſtry, as may better quality them to be 
r hereafter good Servants, and according to their Ca- 
W pacities, in ſome meaſure beneficial to the Publick. 
It In treating therefore upon this Subject, as very 
ir ſuitable to this Day, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


(iſt) In which Senſe and Latitude this Com- 


8 mand in my Text ought to be underſtood; 
FR If any would not work, neither ſhould be eat. 

16 (zd) What Obligation lies upon us to relieve 
m ſuch as are not able to Work; ſuch as the 


Command in the Text does not extend to. 


71 57016244 B 2 {243 


© _ (34) The Excellency and Benefit of Work- 


Win our 


[ 77. 7 4 


HFouſes to employ thoſe in, who are able to 
Work, but are under ſuch unhappy Circum- 

ſtances, that they cannot get Employment 

enough to maintain themſelves thereby. 

(Iſt,) F am to ſhew in what Senſe and Latitude 

this Command in my Text ought to be underſtood; 

If any would not Work, neither ſhould he eat. 

*Tis evident from the very Words, that the 
Precept is general, and by conſequence muſt extend 
to all Perſons, that have Power and Abilities to 
follow ſome Employment or other. ; 

If we duely conſider the Natural Frame and 
Structure of our Bodies, and the Powers and Facul- 
ties of our Souls, we may ſoon be convinced; that 
we are all born to ſome Kind of Labour, and or- 
dain'd by God for ſome Calling or Employment. 
And this appears not only from the Conſtitution of 
our Being ; but alſo from the Exigencies and Ne- 
ceſſities of Human Life: Theſe are order'd and 
appointed by Divine Providence, to put us 
upon induſtrious Methods of ſupporting our 
ſelves; and the other is in a wonderful manner 
contrived to put ſuch Methods in Execution. 

And that this was the Deſign of God, that we 
were ſo wonderfully made, is alſo evident, not only 
from the State and Condition Man now is in ; 
but from what he was in at his firſt Creation : 
for we read, that Adam, even whilſt he continued 
in his Original State of Innocence, was made by 
God * a Servant to himſelf, and put into the 
Garden of Eden, not only that he might enjoy the 


— — n — 


» R. Huns dixit: Fecit ipſum [Deus] Servum man- 
cipatum ſibi ipſi, ut fi non laborer, neque comedat. Vide 
plura in Buxtorf. Lex. 8 * Talmud. et Rab. in Verbo 
N | 
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Pleaſure? 


* 


— n 0 . £4. 898 
” — hs : lth. ths 4 ts cn 0d - CT. 
Ck et a, 


truly beneficial to the Poor. | 
Pleaſures of the Place; © but alſo dreſs it, and keep 
it: Here indeed was Labour impos'd upon him, 
but Labour attended with the Pleaſure of the 
Body, and the Content of the Mind; without the 
Pain and Fatigue of the former, or any uneaſy 
Thoughts to ruffle and diſcompoſe the latter. 
Whereas the Scene was alter'd, when he b 
Tranſgreſſion fell; He was then for his Diſobe- 
dience not only turn'd out of Paradiſe, but had 
this ſevere Sentence pronounc'd againſt him ; 4 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till 
thou return unto the Ground ; then did he bring 
himſelf and his Poſterity into ſuch Circumſtances, 
* that they muſt Till the Ground from whence he 
was taken, and take Pains to get their own Liveli- 
hood : that is, they muſt neceflarily employ them- 
ſelves with Diligence and Care one way or other 
tor their own Support and the Benefit of others, 
who might ſtand in need of their Help, or as St. 
Paul ſays, * that they might have to give to him that 
needeth. Hence the Son of Sirach gives this Ad- 
vice, founded upon the wife Appointment of God, 
f that Men ſhould not hate laborious Work, nei- | 
ther Husbandry, for the moſt High hath ordained | 
them. And Solomon's Exhortation tends to the 
lame purpoſe, Drink Waters out of thine own | 
Ciftern, and running Waters out of thine own Mell: | 
| 
| 


By which Expreſſions he would teach us to live of 

our own Labours, and not to devour in Idleneſs and 

| Luxury the Fruits of the Labour of other Men. 
But then theſe Exhortations, and the Command 

in my Text, are not to be reſtrain'd to, or under- 

ſtood abſolutely of bodily Labour ; but are to be 


© Gen. ii. 15. * Gen. iii. 19. © Gen. ili. 23. Epheſ. 
v. 28. f Eccluſ. vii. 15. Prev. v. 15. . 
| taken 
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6 The bef# Way of making aur Charity 
taken in a Senſe implying Labours of ſeverul 
Kinds: there being ſome which are the Exerciſes 
of the Mind, as others are of the Body, and ſome 
wherein the Faculties of both are jointly employ'd. 
If a Perſon, by a prudent and faithful Diſcharge 
of the Office which he bears in the Civil State, 
does promote in ſome Degree the Advantage of it ; 
and is {erviceable to theCommon Wealth in aſſiſting 
it with good Counſel, or in enatting good Laws 


for its better Regulation and Government: Or if a 


Perſon is regularly called to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, and diligently employs his Time in inſtruct- 
ing the Ignorant in the Principles of Religion, and 
in promoting the Salvation of thoſe eſpecially, who 
are committed to his own Care: Theſe Perſons 
are ſo far from being idle, or deſerving to be re- 
puted ſo; that as their Labours are really attended 
with the greateſt Difficulty, ſo they ought to be 
attended with the greateſt Marks of favour, with 
the higheſt Tokens of Reſpe& and Ht:our. . 
What St. Paul's Judgment was of the Paſtoral 


Office, we may ſuppoſe, will equally hold good 


in Reſpe& of that of the Civil Magiſtrate; that 
as with Regard to the former, ® they who labour 
in the Word and Doctrine ſhall be accounted worthy 
of double Honour: ſo in Reſpe& of the latter, he 
ſhall deſerve a more than ordinary Reward, i wh» 
truly and indifferently miniſters Fuſtice to the Pu- 
niſbhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the Main- 
tenance of God's true Religion and Virtue. As our 
Saviour ſays, of the former ſort of Labourers, tha! 
they are worthy of their Meat, or Hire: & Kings 
will delight to honour the latter, and they ſhall ſit 
in the Cuuncil of Princes. 
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b 1 Tim. v. 17. Matt. x. 10. * Luk. x. 7. 1 | 
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truly beneficial to the Poor 7 
And it is obſerved by the beſt Expoſitors, that 
good Works in Scripture do not always ſignify moral 
good Actions, or the Works of the Law, in Oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe of Faith; but are ſometimes to be 
underſtood of Honeſt Trades or Employments : 
As particularly in Titus iii. 8, 14. where St. 
Paul gives in Charge to Titus, that He ſhould con- 


ſtantly affirm, that they which have believ'd in 


God, might be careful to maintain good Works, and 
that all under his Juriſdiction and Government, 
ſhould learn to maintain theſe for neceſſary Uſes, for 
they are good and profitable unto Men: By which is 
meant, that Chriſtians, as well as Jets and Pagans, 
ſhould follow ſome honeſt Labour or Calling; for 
theſe Kind of Profeſſions are good in themſelves, 
and uſeful to Mankind, of good Report in the 


Actors, and beneficial to the Community: For all 


| Chriſtians are to know, that the Revelation of ano- 


ther Life does not cancel their Obligation to the 
Duries of this; and that by becoming Members 
of the Church of Chriſt, they do not ceaſe to be 
Members of the Cjyil State. This Senſe of the 
Words is conſonant to the Analogy of Faith, and 
countenanced by the Authority of the beſt In- 
terpreters. 5 
From all theſe Arguments put together, we may 
juſtly, I hope, draw this Concluſion, That the 
greateſt Prince is not exempted from his ſhare in 
the Buſineſs of the World, any more than his mean- 
eſt Subject. He is to attend his Station, and watch 
thereunto with all Diligence, as well as the other 
is to labour and eat his Bread with the Sweat of 
his Face. Give me leave here to add, that we are 
aſſur'd by St. Paul, that God. giveth to every Man 
his Gift to profit withal ; which Words will hold 


8 


— 


Gen. iii. 19, and 1 Cor, xii. 7. 
240 true 


8 The beſt Way of making our Charity 
true in the Political, as well as the natural and 
ſpiritual Body. And u every Man is commanded 
by the ſame Apoſtle, wherein he is called, therein 
to abide with God, * and to Study to be quiet, and do 
his own Buſineſs ; and we are likewiſe told by our 
Saviour himſelf, that the Talent that is given us, 
we are to improve to our Maſter's Advantage and 
our own. 

By which Expreſſions we may learn, that we 
have our Place or Station of God; that his Wiſdom 
ad juſts all things with the greateſt Exactneſs, and his 
Providence allots every Man his Fortune or Poſt in 
the World: that one Man is placed in this Sphere 
of Action, and another in that, which is beſt ſuited 
to their reſpective Abilities, and which every 
Man ought to be content with, and improve to the 
beſt Advantage. 

But then, as all that are able, are included 
within the Compaſs of this Command; fo ſuch as 
are unable, either through Weakneſs of Age, or In- 
firmity of Body, muſt be excepted out of it. God 
demands of none more than he has given them Abi- 
lities todo; whatever may be bali expected 
from us, we are to perform; whatever Duties 
our Age, Education, natural or acquir'd Endow- 
ments, and manner of Life, have fitted us for, or 
engag'd us in, theſe we are to diſcharge with al! 

| Imaginable Circumſpection and Care. 
And the Neceſſity of doing ſo, will appear far- 
ther from the natural ill Effects and Conſequences 1 
of Idleneſs. The Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies 
that attend it are innumerable, and of various 0 
8 


Kinds, being ſuch as affect not only the Eſtates, 
but the Souls and Bodies of Men; they are too 
many to be enlarg'd upon at preſent: I need only 


m 1 Cor. vii. 24. * 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. 


obſerve 


obſerve in Reſpe& to the former, that Poverty is a 
neceffary Conſequence of it: for as it is o the 
Hand of the Diligent that maketh Rich; ſo the 
Sluggard, that will not plow by Reaſon of the Cold, 
ſhall beg in Harveſt, and have nothing, ſays Solomon. 

And what enervates the Body, or endangers one's 
Health more, than an idle and unactive Way of 
Life? When it is not inur'd to Labour, nor ſweated 
by Induſtry, it generally contracts ſuch Indiſpo- 
fitions and Diſeaſes, as render Life it ſelf an Un- 
eaſineſs and Burthen to him, that is aMi&ed with 
them. . SH 

But what are theſe, if compar d with thoſe Evils, 
which the Soul by Idleneſs is expos'd to? It here- 
by contracts a Kind of ſpiritual Lethargy, and 
becomes, as it were, dead to all the Exerciſes of 
Piety and Devotion. Thar Perſon is an eaſy Prey 
to the Devil and his ſpiritual Enemies, who is not 
employ'd about his proper Buſineſs. Our Saviour 
reaches us in the Parable, that hit Men ſlept, 
the Enemy came and ſow'd Tares; » and the 
Son of Sirach aſſures us, that Idleneſs teacheth much 
Evil. Temptations, if they find us at Leiſure, will 
ever find us ready and diſpoſed to Sin. Had David 
not ftay'd at Home in Jeruſalem at the Time when 
Kings go forth to Battle,, and given himſelf there up 
to Eaſe and Reſt, he had been prevented from com- 
mitting two of the greateſt Sins, Murder and Adul- 
© | | | 

Bur Idleneſs is not only hurtful to the ſlothful 
Perſons themſelves, in reſpe& of their Souls, Bo- 
dies, and Eſtates, but has alſo an evil Aſpect upon 
Civil Government, and is very prejudicial to the 
State. And therefore as it is conducive to the In- 
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"be beſt Way of making our Charity 
tereſt, and agreeable to the-Prudence of every Go- 
vernment, to take Care, that the Duties * its 
Subjects be made ſubſervient to the Good of the 
whole Community: So we find that many of the 
wiſeſt and moſt learned Heathens endeavour'd to 
prevent the Dangers which they foreſaw would 
ariſe from their Subjects neglecting their proper 
Buſineſs or Employment. 

This we read was done both in Egypt 


and at Athens : In the former, Men were 


oblig'd to certify to the Chief Magiſtrate 
of the Place, where they lived, what Trade 
or Calling they follow'd ; that the Diligent might 
receive due Encouragement, and the Negligent 
proper Correction. And in the latter Place, the 
higheſt Court of Judicature ſet a Mark of Infamy 
upon thoſe that were found no way ſerviceable to 
the Publick. 

And the Fews endeavour'd ſo far to prevent the 
evil Effects of Idleneſs, that their Children, even ot 
the higheſt Rank, were generally taught ſome 1 rade, 
and my 'Text was a Kind of Proverbial Speech 
amongſt them. And what the Chriſtian Religion 
preſcribes in this Caſe is very evident from my 
Text, and from what I have farther urged from the 
Holy Scriptures. 

I come now to ſhew, 

(24) What Obligations we are under to relieve 
ſuch as are not able to Work, ſuch as the Command 
in the Text does not extend to. 

God, in the wiſe Diſpenſations of his Providence, 
has appointed diverſe Orders and Degrees of Men 
in the World, for the better Regulation and Govern- 
ment of the whole. Some move in an higher Sphere, 
and have Riches and Power in Abundance, whilit 
others ſeem born to hard Labour for their daily 
Suſtenance. 


7 Herodotus. Iſocrates Orat. Areop. 


And 
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And ſome :ſuperficial Obſervers of theſe Di- 
ſtinctions between High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
have form'd that into an Objection againſt, which, 
by a little Attention, we may ſoon be convinced, 
moſt clearly illuſtrates the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God: for by this means a wiſe and regular Scheme 
of Providence 1s executed, and the Order andOeco- 
nomy of Human Society are beſt preſerv'd; all 
the ſeveral Members of the Community, being thus 
united and endear'd one to another. If all were 
equally rich and powertul, they would diſdain to 
ſubmit to each other, or to perform the common 
Offices of Kindneſs and Humanity, becauſe they 
would ſuppoſe they needed none. But the Almigh- 
ty hath wiſely temper'd the whole Body Politick to- 
gether, as well as the Body Natural, and ſet the 
Members every one of them in it, as it hath pleaſed 
vim. Whilſt he enables ſome to live in Plenty and 
Grandeur, and to have many Goods in Poſſeſſion; 
he appoints that he Poor ſhall never ceaſe out 0 
the Land, that the former may miniſter to the lat- 
ter, and refreſh them with the Overflow ings of the 
Cup. 
And that this may be done with greater Care 
and Attention, he hath told the Rich, that they 
are but Stewards and Diſpenſers of the Gitts that 
he hath beſtow'd upon them; and that the Poor 
have a kind of Right or Property in them : and 
that he will call them hereafter to a ſtrict Account, 
whether they have * been faithful in their Ste- 
waraſhip, and given every one their Meat in due 


| Seaſon. 


There have been ſo many Diſcourſes upon Cha- 
rity made and publiſh'd by many great and learn- 
ed Ornaments of our Church, which ſet the Duty 
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in ſo clear a Light, and explain the Nature and 
Extent of it in ſo full a manner, that it is unneceſ- 
ſary for me to ſay much upon this Head. I need 
only obſerve to you ; that as we are Men, we are 
by Nature oblig'd to ſupport our poor Brethren ; 
we are all of the ſame Stock and the ſame Blood, 
diſtinguiſh*'d one from another only by Accidental 
Circumſtances ; fo that the Poor challenge the ſame 
Care and Maintenance by the common Rules of 
Taſtice and Equity, that we ſhould deſire ourſelves, 
if we were placed in their unhappy Condition. 

I need not tell you, that you are oblig*d to do 
the ſame by many repeated Laws of our own Na- 
tion under many ſevere Penalties. What I would 
chiefly obſerve is, that our Religion binds this 
Obligation upon us ſtill with ſtricter and cloſer 
Ties. Our Saviour has aſſur'd us, * that what 
we do to the leaſt of his Brethren, we do to him. 
And that whoſo ſhall receive one little Child in his 
Name, receiveth him: and becauſe Y the Poor are 
to be always with us, he hath oblig'd us to contri- 
bute to their Support according to ourAbilities, by 
threatning ſevere Judgments againſt the uncharita- 


ble and unrelenting Soul, that beholds with un- 


concern theTears,and hears theCries of theIndigent, 
and regardeth them not: He has likewiſe promis'd 
Bleſſings to thoſe, who provide for the ſick and 
needy ; ſuch Bleſſings, as relate not only to this, 
but to a better State; {ſuch as imply Proſperity 
in this Life,andGlory and Immortality in the next. 

I need only obſerye farther upon this Head, that 
with Regard to the Object, both your Obligations 
to the Duty of Charity, and the Meaſures preſcrib'd 
to it, fall under ſome Reſtrictions: for tho? our 
Benevolence, or that Principle of Love, from whence 
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all the external Acts of Charity flow and derive 
their Dignity and Worth, ought to be Univerſal, 
and know no Bounds; yet ſeeing our Abilities are 
actually confin'd to a narrow — we are 
oblig'd to make ſome Diſtinction and Choice in 
Reſpect of the Perſons, whom we actually relieve. 

The Extremity of the Diſtreſs, and the Incapa- 
city of the Perſon to help himſelf, have been always 
eſteem'd to give a Right of being preterr d in our 
Compaſſion and the external Applications of our 
Charity. When Poverty is occaſion'd by Misfor- 
tunes or unforeſeen Accidents, it deſerves our Pity, 
and calls for our immediate Help: but when it is 
the Conſequence of Vice, Prodigality, or the neglett 


of one's lawful Calling; it then becomes the Object 


of our Severity rather than Compaſſion; and the 
Perſons that bring themſelves into ſuch unhappy 


Circumſtances through their own fault, though they 


are to be ſupported from Starving ; yet are they to 
be kept within due Bounds, and reſtrained by 
wholeſome Severities ; that the publick Burthen may 


not be encreaſed, nor the High Ways or Streets of 


our Towns filled with Robbers and idle Vagrants. 
If we ſquander away upon the bold and cla- 
morous, the Vagrant and the Slothful, what 


| ſhould be the Portion and theSupport of the Widow 


and the Fatherleſs, of him that is worn out with 
hard Labour, and in a decrepid old Age, we do not 
make a right Choice of the Object of our Kindneſs; 
but rather encourage Idleneſs and Vice, by prefer- 
ring the Pretences of a ſturdy Beggar to the real 


Neceſſity of an humble, induſtrious and modeſt 


Man. In the Diſtribution therefore of our Charity, 


we ſhould endeavour * fo be Eyes to the Blind, 


and Feet to the Lame, and Copy after Job's Exam- 
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ple, by delivering the Poor that cryeth, and the Fu- 
therleſs,' and him that hath none to help him: we 
ſhould diſcourage: Idleneſs and Sloth, which giveRiſe 
to Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and make the 
Heart of ber that is a Widow: indeed to ſing for Foy: 
that the Bleſſing of ſuch as are ready to periſh may 
come upon us; and that the Ear when it heareth us, 

may bleſs us, and the Eye when it ſeeth us may 

give Witneſs unto us. i 
And this brings me to ſnew, | 

C34) The Excellency and Benefit of Work- 
Houſes in Pariſhes to bring up poor Fatherleſs 
Children in, and employ thoſe that are in ſuch 
unhappy Circumſtances, that they cannot get Em- 
ployment, or by their own Labour any longer ſup- 

rt themſelves. . 

The Increaſe and Charge of the Poor has been for 
many Years, ever ſince the Seizing upon the Church 
Lands and God's Portion, Matter of general Com- 
plaint through this Kingdom; and therefore, agree- 
able to the wiſe Diſpenſations of Providence, and 
the Commands of God, our Legiſlature from the 

Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign to this, hath 
made various Laws for the Management and Sup- 
port of them, and oblig'd all, who are able, by a 
general Rate upon every Pariſh, to contribute to 
their Maintenance. But upon Experience it was 


ſtill found, that the Proviſion made for them, did 


not anſwer the Ends propos'd ; but rather proved 
of very. little Service to thoſe that were maintain'd, 
and very burthenſome to thoſe who maintain'd them. 

| You are ſenſible, that we in this Pariſh bore a 
heavy Share in the common Burthen; {ſo that by 


the Methods we were before upon, we encreas'd 


the Number of our Poor, and by conſequence our 


Burthen at the ſame Time. What Lord Chief 


Juſtice Hale ſaid of the Kingdom in general, was 
literally 


N. 
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literally true of this Pariſh in particular, that be 
more populous we were, the poorer we became. 


« # 


Beſides, our former Way of Management ſpoiled 
our Charity, andrender'd what was given, not an 
Act of Benevolence, but Compulſion. Whilſt the 
honeſt Tradeſman, or the induſtrious Farmer, gave 
as forced by Law, the Chriſtian had no Part in it, 
and the dead was unrewardable: for who amongſt 
you did not ſee, that a great many, who receiv'd 
Alms of the Pariſh, lived in Idleneſs, and probably 
in Vice, whilſt others labour'd Night and Day 
to contribute to their Support? So that thoſe who 
receiv'd, lived at Eaſe, whilſt others labour'd hard, 
and even impoveriſh'd their own Families, to give 
Alms to them. | A To 

Happy therefore was it for us, that the Wiſdom 
of the Nation thought fit, in the, Ninth of the late 
Reign, to contrive more ſuitable Means, not only 
of maintaining the Poor ; but of obliging the ſturdy 
and idle to labour with their own Hands to main- 
tain themſelves. _'_ -: ;:: | 2 

It appears by the Poor Book, to what a Sum our 
Anuual Rate amounted, and to what a Number our 
Poor, within theCompals of ſeven Lear s(to go no far- 
ther back) were encreas'd; and what was worſe, there 
was no Proſpe& of either being leſſen'd, but rather 
encreaſed. But for the preſent, the Number of the 
latter is to Admiration leflen'd, and the Increaſe of 
them for the future is in a great Meaſure humanly 

ſpeakingprevented, to the betterSupport of thoſe that 

are really neceſſitous, and the Eaſe and Relief of the 
laborious Pariſhioners, to whom the former Laws 
and the Methods of their Execution were become 
real Grievances. . N 

I need not tell you, that you are now better ena- 
bled to educate poor Orphans, and bring them up in 
the Fear and Nurture of the Lord, and to provide 
tor the Old and Infirm with greater Decency and 

| 2 Regu- 
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Regularity. Theſe have the belt Title to your 
Charity, afe they want it moſt. F349 
Matters are now ſo manag'd, that *tis evident to 


you all, you conſult your own Intereſt in conſulting 
their real Advantage, a Kindneſs is done to your- | 


ſelves by this very Method of making your Charity 
more beneficial to the Souls, as well as to the Bo- 
dies of thoſe yon here keep. hot 

But the Advantage, which ariſes from theſe 
Work Honfes, is not only to the Pariſhes wherein 
they are erected in particular; but to the Publick 
in general: the former are eaſed of the Charge of 
keeping idle People entirely at their own Expence ; 
and the latter reap the Benefit of their Labours, 
who before were uſeleſs Members of the Common 


Wens: . 

In all Labour there muſt of Neceſſity be ſome Pro- 
fir, eſpecially when the Labourers are cloathed, and 
provided for in ſome Meaſure by the Work of their 


own Hands: All the Advantage that ariſes in ſuch a 


_ Caſe, be it never ſo little, is clear Gains to thoſe 


who kept them before, And the publick Manufac- 
tures may be more improv'd by having more Hands 
employ'd about them. How meanly indeed muſt any 
Perſon be employ'd, if he yield no Profit at all! 

It was on this Account that by former Laws 


Overſeers were to take Care, that all ſuch Perſons, | 


as had no viſible Income to maintain themſelves, or 
no Trade or Buſineſs to get their Livehihoods by, | 
ſhould be ſet at Work, ſuppoſing that there were ma- 
ny, who were able and willing to Work, but want 


ed Stock of their own to employ themſelves upon. | 
But then, was this poſſible to be done by the 
Officers without great Detriment to themſelves ? | 


What Loſs of Time mult they ſuſtain in Reſpe& of 
their own Domeſtick Affairs? To what Trouble 
and Difficulty muſt they —_— be put, in 
diſtributing proper Materials, and ſecing IT E 
aſte 
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Waſte was made, whilſt the Poor were diſperſed 
and ſcattered about a large Pariſh, and not 
united or compadted into one Body? But now all 
this fruitleſs Labour and Trouble is happily prevent- 
ed; With what Eaſe can the Work now bediſtributed 
amongſt them, according to their ſeveral Capa- 


cities, and how readily and conveniently may 


the Elder and more skilful inſtrutt the Younger ? 
But give me leave to aſſert, that when the Poor 
are all placed in one Houſe together, no little Ad- 
vantage will accrue to the Pariſh, though they were 
not employ'd in theWoollen or Linen Manufactures, 
or in any Kind of Bodily Labour at all. Some 
may look after the ſmaller Children, and ſave the 
Expence of Nurſes; or hear others read and ſay 
their Catechiſm, which will ſave Schooling; and o- 
thers may aſſiſt in doing the Buſineſs of the Houſe. 
The Blind may there find Eyes to guide them to the 
Houſe of God, and the Lame may walk thither by 
others Feet. The Old and Infirm, who have been 
reduc'd to Poverty by their Misfortunes, and not 


| their Fault, will not ceaſe to be uſetul Members, 
they can ſit and give Directions to the younger 


Sort; they can inſtruct them in the Fear of God, 


and correct the wild Sallies of their Vouth with ſo- 
ber and grave Admonitions They can obſerve their 
! 'Tendency to Vice or Virtue ; that by the Miniſter 


and Officers publick Encouragement may be 
given to the One, and as publick a Check 


to the other. They can ſtop them in the Career of 
a aſinful Conrſe, and keep their Tongues from Evil, 
and their Lips that they ſpeak no Guile. 


Hou 


ever, they themſelves being no longer diſturb'd with 
! worldly Cares, have Leiſure and Opportunity in 
theſe happy Retirements to refle& upon their Lives 
paſt, and prepare themſelves for a happy Eternity. 
So that by keeping the Poor altogether, Advantages 
may ariſe both to the Souls and Bodies of their 
C Who 
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who want your Supports, and certainly the Good 
of both theſe ye ought to have principally in View, 
in order to make what you contribute to their 
Maintenance real Acts of Charity, 

Let me add, that Children, who before were 
bred up to no Buſineſs at all, but lived idly, and 
loiter'd about the Streets, are here kept under Go- 
vernment, and inur'd to Labour; and thereby ren- 
der'd capable of becoming good Servants hereafter. 
Here they are uſed to attend the Hours of Prayer, 
and from hence are regularly brought to Church, to 
attend the publick Prayers and Sermons there ; by 
which Means they will gradually learn their Duty 
to God, their Neighbours, and themſelves. Some, 
who Stole, may learn here to Steal no more; but 
to labour, working with their own Hands the Thing 
which is good. y Some who were given to Exceſs and 
Riot, may here learn Sobriety and "Temperance ; 
and inſtead of being the Peſts of human Society, 
may become happy Inſtruments of much Good to ir. 

'To conclude. NE | 

You have found by Experience, that a great 
many, who before lived wholly or chiefly upon you, 
being now forced to Buſineſs, can maintain them- 
ſelves. You have found by Experience, that ſome, | 
who ſcarce ever wrought one Day's Work before, 
being now accuſtom'd to Labour, do not find that 
Toil and Difficulty in it, which before they ap- 
prehended: but on the contrary, the greateſt Plea- 
ſure and Delight. You have by Experience in 
ſome a happy Change of Life, and thar inſtead of | 
Curling andSwearing, Bleſſings andPrayers abound. 
What a Pleaſure muſt it be to you to hear, how well 
theſe little Children can now read and repeat their 
Catechiſm, who were fo very ignorant before. Ye 
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are now their Fathers, and muſt take Care, that ot 
one of them be offended, or ſtumble and fall. 

So on therefore, my Brethren, and manage 
your Houſe with the greateſt Care and wiſeſt Oe- 
conomy, you are able; and thereby induce others 
to follow your Example, to your great Reputa- 
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. tion, and their Advantage. But above all, be | 
cheerful and impartial in giving what you contri- |} 
- bute to the Support of the Poor, and by no inftl= Þ} 


dious Arts and cunning Devices leſſen your own 
ö Burthens, and increaſe your Neighbours. 
0 Be ye well aſſur'd, that () Bleſſed is He that con- 
y ſidereth the Poor and Needy ; the Lord will deliver 
* him in the Time of Trouble: the Lord will pre- 
„ © ſerve him, and keep him alive, that be fhall be 
”w | bleſſed upon Earth, and not deliver'd into the Wilt 
E cf bis Enemies. But above all, that He ſhall 
d lay up for himſelf a Treaſure in Heaven, and be 
rich towards God: Which God of his Infinite 
Y» Mercy grant we all may be, through Jeſus Chriſt 
It. our Lord ; to whom with the Father and the 

Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, and but one God, 
At. be all Honour and Glory now and evermore, 
wu, | Amen. 
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ORDERS to be obſerved in the Work- 


Houſe in the Pariſh of Northwood, in 
the Iſle of Wight,and County of Southam- 
pton. 


L HAT the Maſter and Miſtreſs be ſober 

and orderly Perſons, Members of the 
Church of England, and not under the Age 
of 'Twenty five Years; and that they ſee that theſe 
Orders, as far as they are therein concern'd, be 


ſtri&ly perform'd. 


II. That the Maſter read or cauſe to be read 
Prayers every Morning betore Breakfaſt, and every 
Evening after Supper, out of ſome Book as the 
Miniſter ſhall appoint. 


III. That the Maſter or Miſtreſs, with as many 
as are not hinder'd by a juſt Reaſon, do attend 
every Lord's Day the Publick Worſhip at the 
Church. 


IV. That the Maſter read or cauſe to be di- 
ſtinctly read every Sunday to the whole Family, 
the Pſalms and Leſſons appointed for the Day ; 


and in the Afternoon, alſo a Section or Chap- | 
at 


ter out of the Whole Duty of Man. 


V. That the Children be catechized in the 
Church Cateechiſm cvery Thurſday and Saturday 


before Dinner. 


VI. That the Maſter and Miſtreſs riſe them- 


ſelves, and cauſe all under their Care, who are 


well, to riſe by Seven a Clock in the Winter 
half Year, and at Six in the Summer half Year. 


VIL 


1 
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VII. 


mne. 

VII. That the Childrens Heads be combed 
every Morning, and the Cloaths of all the Poor 
be kept clean and neat, and be mended by the 


Miſtreſs and Women'in the Houſe, at the 87 85 
pointment of the Maſter. | 


VIIL That all go to Bed, and all Candles be 


| carefully extinguiſh'd, by Eight a Clock in the 
Winter half Year; and in the Summer half Lear, 


that no Candles at all be allow'd, and that all be 
in Bed before Nine. 


IX. That they have their Breakfaſt in the Win- 


ter at Eight, and in the Summer at Seven in the 
Morning, their Dinner always at Twelve, and 
their Supper at Six in the Winter, and at Seven i in 
the Summer, and that the Maſter ſay Grace, or 
make the Boys ſay it by Turns Weekly. 


X. That no Waſte be made of Bread, Beer, or 


i Meat; but what is left be reſerv'd for another Meal. 


XI. That all the Houſe be ſwept from Top to 


Bottom every Morning, and waſhed once a Week; 
and that the Women and Girls about ten Years of 
Age do it, as the Maſter ſhall appoint. 


XII. That they aſſiſt at Baking, Brewing, and 


| at Meals, as he ſhall appoint. 


XIII. That no Perſon go out of the Gate with- 


out Leave of the Maſter; or abroad, or to work 
for any Farmer, without Leave of an Offeer ; and 


that the ſame Officer receive of the Farmer What 
Is due for their Work. 


XIV. That if any Som; Lye, or be guilty of 


| any ſcandalous Practice, they be puniſhed according 


to 
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to their Age and Sex, by che Maſter and Miſtye, 
either with Corparal Puniſhment, or by being de- 
riv'd of their V ithuals for one Meal, and that they 


ind over againſt the Table, having their Crime 


written and pinned upon their Breaſt. And if 


after due Corre&ion they do not reform, that they 
be complain'd of to the Miniſter and Officers, 
who, after three publick Admonitions, are to apply 
to the Juſtices of Peace, and have them ſent to the 
Houſe of Correction. 


XV. That all work ſo long as the Maſter ſhall 
direct; excepting, that halt an Hour ſhall be 
allow'd for Breakfaſt, and an Hour for Dinner, and 
that the Children have Time to read four Leſſons 
a Day; One before Breakfaſt, and another before Din- 
ner; one at one a Clock, and another before Supper. 


XVI. That if any in the Work-Houſe ſhall take 
away or ſteal either Wood, Coals, Cloaths, or any 
thing belonging to the Hork-Houſe, or to any 
Perſon therein, or to any in the Pariſh; they be 
puniſhed as the Law directs with the urmoſt 
Severity. * 

XVII. That the Maſter, in a Book given by 
the Officers for that Purpoſe, ſet down all Meat, 
Milk, Bread, Butter and Cheeſe, and all manner 
of Proviſion, that Weekly or Monthly is brought 
into the Houſe, and ſhew it, when call'd for, to 


the Miniſter and Officers, 


XVIII. That the Maſter act impartially, and 
ſhew no favour to one more than to another, either 
in Reſpect of Meat, Work, or Correction tor Faults, 


XIX. That if any be Sick, they be lodged in 
the Room appointed for that Purpoſc, and that 


© 4 the 


4 
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the Work-Houſe, 


the Miſtreſs take Care, that one or two of the 
Women in the Houſe look well after them. 


XX. Tnat they be dieted after the Manner, 
and in Reſpect of the Seaſons of the Year, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of the Country. £1 


XXI. That the Miniſter and Officers have a 
Power to regulate wu Thing amiſs, and explain 
any old Order, or add any new one, as Occaſion 


] may require. | 
4 XXII. That two Inſpectors elected by the Pa- 
* riſhoners, ſuperintend the whole Management of 
4 the Houſe in every reſpect, and report it at every 
1. \ Monthl y Meeting. 
ke | Thomas Troughear Miniſter. | We approve of 
ay Joſeph Barter 1 Church- theſe Orders. 
ny rancis Morris {F Wardens. o. Barrington. 
be | Rich. Cole Overſecrs of o. Leigh. 
oſt Daniel Todd $ the Poor. | A. Morgan. 
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LEE pio fox.” I Aged: 'Confifting 
of M editations, Devotions; .- and proper 
ſtructions, for the Uſe of thoſe who, by the 
Inficmities of Old Age, are . diſabled: from:at- 
tending the publick. Sender 11 the Church. 
The Young-Manys' Duty: iſcourſe ; ſhewing 
the Neceſſity of ſeeking the” ord betimes; as 
alſo the Danger and Unreaſonableneſs in *truſting 
to, a late, or Death · bed Repentance. - Deſigned 


chiefly for young Perſons, before they are De- 


paockey” by Evil Company and Evil Habits. 
Ke, ite Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
1. 8th 3 US” 
A Collection of Forms of . for the 


daily Uſe of Families, or for particular Perſons; 


as alſo for the Lord's Day; and relating to 


the Lord's Supper. 5th Edit. By John Mapleroſt, 


D. D. 


The Hiſtory of Churches in Eng land. By 
Thomas Stavely Eſq; 18 WA G | 


The Principles of Religion explain'd and 
prov'd from the Scriptures. For the Inſtru- 


tion of the Weak and Ignorant, and for their 


greater Improvement, and profiting by Sermons. 

The Reaſonable Communicant: Or, an 
Explanation of the Doctrine of the Sacrament of 
_ the Lord's- Supper, in all its Parts, from the 
Communion Service. In a Diſcourſe between 
a Miniſter and his Pariſhioners. 

A Familiar Guide to the right and profita- 
ble Receiving of the Lord's Supper, Wherein 


alſo the Way and Method of our Salvation 
58: briefly and plainly declar d. 27 . 


Horrimgton. 5 


